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(b) the miraculous element, (c) the delicacy and reserve of manner, (d) the 
reticence as to matter, (e) the Apocryphal Gospels, (f) suggestions of per- 
sonal recollections, (g) historical difficulties (2:1-3). (3) Observe possible 
sources of the material (a) a Hebrew "document inserted here by Luke, (b) 
Luke's verbatim notes of personal recollections. (4) Decide between three 
ways of interpreting the material, (a) as containing exact accounts of words 
and events, (b) as a record of current legends or pious fabrications, (c) as 
containing essentially historical recollections but the mode of representa- 
tion due to the author or compiler. 

2) The Historical Situation.* [Obs. 9, 17, 19, 21, 28] : (1) From 1 : 5, 74 ; 2:1-4 

as a basis seek to form a clear idea of the political condition of the Jewish 
people at the birth of Jesus. (2) Observe also their religious condition (a) 
in its darker aspects (cf. 1 : 16, 17), (b) in the religious revival at this time. 
(3) Make a special study of Zacharias' Hymn from this historical standpoint. 

3) The Youth of Jesus.f [Obs. 9, 21-25, *7> 28] : (1) From Lk. 2 : 1-52 ; Mt. 2 : 

1-23 indicate and arrange in order the events of his childhood. (2) Con- 
sider and explain the reticence of the Gospels. (3) State any further facts 
about his intellectual and religious education and occupations. (4) What 
may be said (a) as to his development, (b) as to the influence of his home 
life upon it. (5) Try to determine from all facts especially the event of 2 : 
42-51, (a) Jesus' relation to God, (b) his consciousness of this relation. 



4. Religious Teaching. 

The following is suggested as the chief religious teaching: the Advent of the 
Deliverer who is (a) born in humble circumstances, (b) first announced to 
men of lowly occupation, (c) announced, however, by angelic heralds, (d) 
as a youth living quietly in a village home, (e) growing according to the 
laws of human development, (f) yet having a sense of unique relationship 
to God. 



STUDIES V AND VI.— THE MINISTRY OF JOHN. Luke 3:1-224 

Remark : It is desirable that in each " study," (1) the material of the preceding 
" study " be reviewed, and (2) the entire passage assigned be read over 
rapidly and the main divisions of the narrative noted. 



/. EXAMINATION OF THE MATERIAL 

[It will be noted that the following order is observed invariably in this work : (1) 
the verse or section is read and its contents stated in a general way ; (2) 
important or difficult words and phrases are studied ; (3) a complete state- 
ment of the contents of the verse or section is formed in view of the work 
already done ; (4) the religious teaching is sought.] 

* Cf. Stalker, % 26-39. 

t Cf. Stalker, §§ 1 1-24 ; Vallings* Jems Christ, tke divine man, (ch. 6) is stimulating ; a fuller treat- 
ment is found in Weiss, I., pp. 275-293. 

tin the preparation of this and the following studies the material of the " Inductive Studies 
on the Life of the Christ according to the Gospel of Mark," has been freely employed. Students 
are referred to this " series " for a somewhat different presentation of this general subject, cf. 
The Old Testament Student, Sept.— June, i888-'89, New Testament Supplement. 
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§ 1. Chapter 3 : 1-6. 

1. Read chese verses and consider their subject : Beginning of John's ministry. 

2. The following words and phrases require attention: (1) fifteenth year (v. i), an 

important fact in chronology of Jesus' life ; (2) examine the historical and 
geographical material in v. 1 ; (3) Annas (v. 2), historical difficulty here ? (4) 
■word of God came, "the old prophetic call," 1 Sam. 15 : 10 ; Jer. 1 : 2 ; Hos. 
I : I, etc.; (5) preaching (v. 3), for the words cf. Mt. 3:2; (6) baptism, by im- 
mersion or otherwise? (7) of repentance, decide whether (a) producing 
repentance, (b) an expression and symbol of repentance ; (8) unto remission, 
etc., decide whether (a) the bapt. of rep. itself secured remission, or (b) 
pointed to that which the Christ would give ; (9) in vs. 4-6 note (a) the lan- 
guage and import of the original (Isa. 40 : 3-5), (b) compare and explain 
differences ;* (10) all flesh (v. 6), peculiar to Lk.; (n) read and compare Mt. 
3 : 1-6, noting (a) his dress and food, (b) his popularity. 

3. Is it not sufficient, as a statement of the contents of this section, to say, In the 

fifteenth year of Tiberias, amid the political and ecclesiastical conditions of that 
time John came, according to prophecy, preaching the baptism of repentance unto 
remission of sins. 

4. Observe the usefulness of symbols in religion (e.g. Baptism) (a) to develop 

personal religious life, (b) to preserve the purity of religious teaching, (c) 
to illustrate and testify to religious truth. 

§ 2. Chapter 3 : 7-14. 

1. After reading over this passage let the student decide upon a suitable state- 

ment to serve as its theme. 

2. (1) multitudes (v. 7), cf. Mk. 1 : 5, significant of the extent of the work ; (2) off- 

spring of vipers, (a) explain the figure, (b) to whom specially addressed ? 
Mt. 3 : 7 ; (3) we have Abraham (v. 8), light upon religious belief of the time ; 
(4) axe is laid (v. 9), (a) explain 'the figure, (b) note the prediction of judg- 
ment : (5) two coats (v. 1 1), (a) the figure ? (b) the sin of selfishness ; (6) publi- 
cans (v. 12), see Bib. Diet, for their character and occupation; (7) extort 
(v. 13), (a) light on their methods, (b) the sin what ? (8) note in v. 14 the three 
temptations of a soldier's life, cf. Lindsay, p. 69, note. 

3. Study the following summary: John says (1) in general "Brood of vipers, how 

come you lure ? only the evidence of repentant lives — not descent from A bra- 
ham, which God might make these stones to have — will save you from the im- 
pending destruction of all unrighteousness ;" (2) in particular — (a) " let the 
people renounce their selfishness, (b) the publican, his avarice, (c) the soldier, 
his license" 

4. Is there not the religious teaching here that none can avoid the certain punish- 

ment of sin except by renouncing it in every form ? 

§ 3. Chapter 3 : 15-18. 

1. Observe and criticize as a title of this section : John's testimony to the Christ. 

2. Carefully study the words and phrases which are obscure or important by the 

(a) help of all commentaries, etc., which are at hand, (b) comparison with 
parallel accounts, John 1 : 19-28 ; Mt. 3 : 11, 12 ; Mk. 1 : 7, 8. 

3. Study the following as a condensed statement of this passage : To the people 

speculating about his being the Christ he said, " He is at hand, my superior in 
person and work, to give spiritual purity and to separate the good from the evil" 

4. Is not an important religious thought found in the self-denying fidelity of the 

herald to his master? 

* Cf. Van O., p. 55. 
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§ 4. Chapter 3 : 19, 20. 

1. Look over these verses and note the subject. Is it not John's after-life? 

2. (1) Compare Mark 6 : 17-29 ; for details relating to this event, e. g. (a) how he 

came to know Herod, (b) their relations, etc.; (2) repnved (v. 19), (a) note 
the prophetic spirit, cf. 2 Sam. 12, (b) for the ground and character of the 
reproof, cf. Lev. iS : 16 ; 20 : 21 ; Mt. 14 : 4 ; (3) prison (v. 19) where ? 

3. The complete statement of the section may be made by the student in accord- 

ance with the examples given. 

4. Observe the religious teaching connected with the thought — dangers of out- 

spoken fidelity to truth. 

§5. Chapter 3 :ai, 22. 

1. May this passage be entitled, The descent of the Spirit? 

2. Study (1) were baptized (v. 21), means (a) not ''had been baptized," but (b) that 

Jesus' baptism occurred in the midst of John's ministry •* (2) praying, light 
on the nature and spirit of Jesus ; (3) in v. 22 determine whether the event 
was (a) a vision granted to John and Jesus, or (b) an external event sensi- 
ble to all ; (4) a dove, significance of this (a) purity and soaring energy, (b) 
meekness? (5) my beloved son, i. e., testimony from the Father that he is the 
Christ; (6) am well pleased, lit. "was well pleased;" significance of past 
tense ? (7) having studied this account, read and compare with it the paral- 
lel in Mt. 3 : 13-17 for a fuller account of the baptism. 

3. Is not the summary of these verses something like this : After being baptized, 

Jesus, while in prayer, receives upon himself from the opened heaven the Holy 
Spirit as a dove, and hears the approving voice of his Father, 

4. Many religious teachings might be drawn from this passage. Let the student 

seek a most fundamental and comprehensive one for study and application. 



//. CLASSIFICATION OF THE MATERIAL 
1. The Contents and Summary. 

i) The Contents. The following table of the sections of the material is to be 
read, studied and reviewed until it is thoroughly mastered. 

THE MINISTRY OF JOHN. 

§ 1. Beginning of John's Ministry. 
§ 2. John's Preaching, and its Result. 
§ 3. His Testimony to the Christ. 
§ 4. John's After-life. 
§ 5. The Descent of the Spirit. 

2) The Summary. Gathering all the various statements made of the contents of 
the sections study the following as a summary of them: In the fifteenth 
year of Tiberius John comes baptizing and calling for repentance and amend- 
ment of life in all classes, heralding, too, the coming Christ who is to do a 
mightier work of judgment. Herod, reproved by John, imprisoned him. Jesus 
had been baptized by him, and, while in prayer, the Spirit descended upon him and 
the Father's voice bore witness to him. 

» Cf . an excellent note in Meyer (Weiss) on Luke, and in Bliss, Coram, on Luke, p. 68b, note. 
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2 . Observations upon the Material. 

The following statement of facts or conclusions which are of importance in 
connection with the passage are to be read carefully and considered. 

1) 1 : a. Those who saw Jesus and worked with 8) 1 : 5-56. The whole narrative is marked by 

him told to believers what they saw and delicacy and reserve, 

heard of him. g) 1 : 5-56. The persons mentioned are expecU 

3)1:1,3. What former writers had stated about ing the coming of the Christ 

the life of Jesus did not entirely satisfy 10) 1 : 5, 17. The herald of the Lord is to come 

the writer of this work. from a priestly family but is himself to be 

3) 1 : 3. He claims for his work (1) careful ex- a prophet. 

amination into sources (2) accuracy, (3) ji) 1:8-11. Note that certain elements of the 
completeness, (4) orderly arrangement. temple service are here mentioned. Cf. 

4) 1:1-4. The preface indicates that it was Lindsay, Luke I., p. 44 for a description. 

written by a man of education and lit- 12) 1 : 35. The reasoning of the angel may be 
erary ability. thusstated:— "Sincethechildistobeholy, 

5) 1:4. The book is written to a Christian who the Holy Spirit must come upon thee," 

is acquainted with the subject in order to i. e. the moral character of the Christ 

establish him in the faith. makes this miraculous event a necessity. 

6) 1:5 In passing to this and the following 13) 1:46-55. The hymn of Mary is an echo of 

verses the style changes and is character- the O. T. and shows her acquaintance 

ized by Hebraic forms of thought. with it. 

7) 1 ■ 5-56. Two visits of angels and four other 14) It is possible, in view of v. 3, that this ac- 

miraculous events are referred to. count was given to Luke by Mary herself. 

3. Topics for Study* 

1). Early Gospel Literature.! [Obs. I, 2] : (1) The origin of this literature in 
the oral teaching of the apostles. (2) Read Acts 2 : 22-24, 32, 36, 42 ; 10 : 
36-43 ; 1 John 1 : 1-3 and observe, (a) the apostles preached and taught 
concerning the life of Jesus, but, (b) they emphasized his death and resur- 
rection, (c) their purpose was rather to convert and edify hearers than to 
inform them. (3) Consider whether these writings depending upon this 
oral teaching would be, (a) complete, (b) continuous or (c) fragmentary, (d) 
disconnected. (4) Estimate their historical character. (5) What did Luke 
think of them? 

2). The Gospel of Luke.}: [Obs. 3-5] : (1) Learn the witness of early Christian 
writers to the authorship of this book. (2) Read Col. 4 : 14 (cf. vs. 10, 11); 
2 Tim. 4: 11; Phile. 24 for facts about Luke. (3) Might not Luke have 
had just the mental qualities of the writer of this preface, (1-4)? (4) Con- 
sider the purpose of this work for edification, (a) comparing John 20: 30, 
31, (b) observing the importance of this fact in judging of the character and 
arrangement of the work. 

3). The Message to Mary.g [Obs. 12-14]: (1) Form a general estimate of Mary, 
from the material gathered e. g. vs. 28, 34, 5S, 39, 45, 47-56. (2) Determine 
whether her character had anything to do with the Divine choice. (3, 
Thoughtfully consider the event of v. 35, (a) gathering the indications of 
its historical character, (b) noting how few references there are to it in the 
rest of the N. T. and seeking the reason. 

* Observe that here the "observations" are arranged topically for further study. "Observa- 
tions " which are not dealt with here will be considered in connection with other similar material 
which will come up in later " Studies." 

t These points are considered in the Introductions to Farrar and Lindsay ; in Pulp. Comm., p. i, 
2 ; in Reuss' History of N. T. I., §§ 29-39, 52, 163,-178. 

X Cf. Westc. pp. 195-198, 238-241 ; the introductions to the Commentaries; Reuss' History of N. 
T. §§ 179-185, 200-209. 

§ Cf. some thoughtful remarks in Pulp. Comm., pp. 6, 7. 
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tion (cf. Mk. 1:5; Mt. 11 : 7 addressed to Galileans), (b) in the quickening 
of right messianic expectations, (cf. Mt. 11 : 12 ; John 1 : 29-42). 

2) The Character of John. [Obs. 34, 35]: (1) Consider his perssmal character : (a) 

evidences of its strength, Lk. 1 : 80 ; 3 : 16, 19 ; Mt. 3 : 7, 14 ; 14 : 4 ; John 3 : 
27-30; (b) elements of weakness, Mk. 2:18; Mt. 11:3. (2) Note his pro- 
phetic character, as seen (a) in his outward life (Mk. 1 : 4, 6 ; Lk. 1 : 15, 80 ; 
cf. 2 Kgs. 1:8; Zech. 13:4); (b) in the prediction, Lk. 1 : 76 ; (c) in the 
phrase (Lk. 3 : 2) the word of the Lord came ; (d) in his preaching, moral and 
Messianic ; cf. Isa., Jer., etc.; (e) in the symbolic "baptism," cf. Zech. 13 : 1 ; 
Ezek. 36: 25 ; (f) in his relations with Herod. (3) Estimate the influence of 
his home-life upon his character (Lk. I : 13-17, 42-44, 60-67, 80). (4) Note 
Jesus' estimate of him (Lk. 7 : 24-28). 

3) John and Jesus. [Obs. 34, 35]: (1) Their relationship (Lk.i : 36), and previous 

intercourse, cf. Lk. 1 : 39-56 ; Mt. 3 : 14 ; John 1 : 29, 31. (2) Gather John's 
estimate of Jesus as regards (a) his humanity, John I : 30, (b) his character, 
Mt. 3 : 14, (c) his dignity and mission, John 1 : 34, 29 ; 3 : 31, 34. (3) What 
was the help which John's work gave to Jesus in his ministry* (a) per- 
sonally, Mt. 3 : 14, (b) in calling for repentance, (c) in proclaiming the 
Christ, (d) in preparing disciples, John 1 : 25-37 ? 

4) The Baptism of Jesus. [Obs. 37-42]: (1) Review the purpose and meaning 

in baptism as required by Johnf and note (a) John's objection, Mt. 3 : 14, (b) 
certain respects in which this baptism had not the same meaning for Jesus 
as for the others. (2) Inquire why Jesus came to be baptized, whether (a) 
as an example to the multitudes, (b) as an Israelite, one of a sinful people, 
or (c) to mark the laying aside of his private life and the entrance upon a 
public career.J (3) In view of Mt. 3 : 15, decide whether the baptism was 
to Jesus a means to attain to a more righteous state. (4) Study the " De- 
scent of the Spirit " that followed. Would the Spirit have come upon 
Jesus if he had not submitted to baptism? Cf. Mk. 1 : 10 ; Lk. 3 : 21. (5) 
Result of the whole event, (a) to John, cf. John 1 : 32, 33, (b) to Jesus ; 
decide whether it marked a change in his nature or personal character, a 
completer consciousness of his mission, or new endowments for entering 
upon his public ministry. Cf. Isa. 11:2; Lk. 4:1; Mk. 1:12; John 1 : 32. 

4. Religious Teaching: 

Is not the leading religious teaching of the entire passage found in The Prepar- 
atory Work of John :% (1) its necessity (cf. Mt. 17 : 12, 13); (2) has an 
independent character of its own, (3) yet is really permanently useful only 
as preparatory ; (4) is a failure from any other point of view ; (5) the pre- 
paratory character in all human activity ; (6) the spirit in which it should be 
done (John 3 : 28-30). 

* Cf. Neander, Life of ' Ch., p. 200. 

t Cf. Weiss, I., p. 313. 

% " Some have seen in Jesus the Representative Penitent ; others view the baptism as the in- 
auguration of His ministerial life ; others as the last act of the private life of the Perfect Ideal 
Israelite, going to the baptism of St. John, because it was from heaven and of His Father, without 
ulterior motive. In the fullness of the words ' fulfil all righteousness,' in regard to the past, pres- 
ent, and future, every partial interpretation expresses but one aspect. It was the righteousness of 
the perfect Israelite acknowledging the obligation of obedience to the Prophet of Israel. It was 
the righteousness of the Son of Man, the representative of humanity, inaugurating a new relation 
with the Father of all. It was the righteousness of the Apostle of God devoting himself to a life of 
perfect fulfilment of His will." Vallings, fesus Christ, p. 64. 

§ " As John preceded Christ, so must the preacher of repentance still cause his voice to be 
heard in the heart, before Christ can live in us. Through anxiety to peace, through repentance to 
grace was not only the way into the Kingdom of the Lord for the Jews in those days, but also for 
Christians in these." Van. O., p. 59, note 7. See a striking passage in Ecct Homo, p. 14. 
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